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products and the monopolisation of vast sources of raw material. The
transference to the metropolis of the greater portion of the surplus value
extorted from the cheap labour power of the colonial slaves retards to a
correspondingly enormous degree the upward growth of the economy of the
colonial countries and the development of their productive forces, and
serves as an obstacle to the economic and political emancipation of the
colonies.

Another basic feature in the mutual relations between the capitalist
States and the colonial countries is the endeavour of various monopolist
groups of finance capital to monopolise the whole foreign trade of the
separate colonial and semi-colonial countries, and in this way to subordinate
to their control and regulation all the channels which connect the colonial
economy with the world market. The direct influence of this monopolisation
of foreign trade by a few monopolist exporting firms on the course of
capitalist development in the colonies is expressed, not so much in the
development of a national internal market, as in the adaptation of the
scattered internal colonial trade to the needs of export, and in the "bleed-
ing" of the natural wealth of the colonial countries by the imperialist
parasites. This peculiar development of colonial trade finds its specific
expression also in the form and character of the imperialist banks in the
colonies, which mobilise the savings of the native bourgeoisie chiefly for
financing the foreign trade of the colonies, etc.

15. The entire economic policy of imperialism in relation to the colonies
is determined by its endeavour to preserve and increase their dependence, to
deepen their exploitation and, as far as possible, to impede their inde-
pendent development. Only under the pressure of special circumstances
may the bourgeoisie of the imperialist States find itself compelled to
cooperate in the development of big industry in the colonies. Thus, for ex-
ample, requirements for preparation or conduct of war may, to a limited
extent, lead to the creation of various enterprises in engineering and chemi-
cal industry in certain of the most strategically important colonies (e. g.
India). Competition on the part of more powerful competitors may compel
the metropolis to grant definite concessions in matters of tariff policy, in
which case it safeguards itself by means of preferential duties.

With the object of bribing definite strata of the bourgeoisie in the
colonial and semi-colonial countries, especially in periods of a rising revolu-
tionary movement, the metropolis may, to a certain degree, weaken its eco-
nomic pressure. But, in the measure that these extraordinary and, for the
most part, extra-economic circumstances lose their influence, the economic
policy of the imperialist powers is immediately re-directed towards repress-
ing and retarding the economic development of the colonies. Consequently,
the development of the national economy of the colonies, and especially
their industrialisation, the all-round independent development of their in-
dustry, can only be realised by the strongest opposition to the policy of im-

[342]